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General Assembly Minutes
MAY 7th | 2024| 6-8 PM
Zoom Format

Meeting called by the GSA Co-Presidents Becky Martin and Annjulie Vester
Minutes recorded by Gustavo Sampaio, VP of Communication & Events

Introduction and sign-in

Community Agreements

Roll Call (24 representatives present)

Approval of last meeting minutes – – MOTION APPROVED

Approval of current agenda – – MOTION APPROVED

External Co-President Vacancy

1) Annjulie has decided to leave her position - effective today (May 7th). “Thank you to all
of your for your hard work and dedication this year!”

2) Procedurally, a special election would have to be announced to the graduate student
body at least 3 business days in advance to the next General Assembly (June) - Article III,
Constitution

3) However, a new Executive Board has been elected and will take office in June, including
a new External Co-President

4) position will remain vacant for the next 4 weeks - Annjulie will support new External
Co-President with the transition and wrap up any important GSA work in the coming
days

For the spring quarter, our last meeting will be in person!

• June 4th, 2024

The final GA will be used to celebrate the end of another school year, welcome in the new GSA
Board, and award our Excellence in Teaching and Dixon-Levi Service Awards.

Co-sponsorship Requests

GSP End-of-Year Social
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● Mary Michael
APPROVED

Physics Undergraduate-Graduate Mixer
● Siddharth Mukherjee

APPROVED

Chemistry Research Prep Mentorship Program
● Sadia Nowshin

APPROVED
Celebrating the First 20 Years of the Chicana/o Dept
● Diana Sanchez

APPROVED

Executive Board Report

VP External Affairs: Miriam Burnett

Nothing to report.
VP Graduate Student Affairs: Felicia Rutland

Nothing to report.

VP Communication & Events: Gustavo Sampaio

● Drag Dinner was successful, and we raised quite a bit of money for the Gender Affirming
Care Fund.

● Our next GA will be in-person and catered! Please come join us!

VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa

● Applications for the summer conference travel grant will be available starting on June
15, 2024, and closing on July 15, 2024.
○ The date range for summer conferences is June 15, 2024- September 14, 2024

(applications out of this date range will not be considered).
○ Thirty (30) estimated travel grants will be awarded, recipients will be notified in

August 2024, and disbursements will commence in September 2024.
○ Please note the requirement of Fall 2024 enrollment to receive a summer grant.

● Deadline for GA reps and committee hours are due by June 7th, 2024
● Email response times will take longer this quarter as my priority is finishing my

dissertation draft.
○ I plan to work on GSA stuff on the weekends

● I appreciate your patience and understanding
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Co-Presidents’ Report: Bedlam Oak (Internal)

● New bagel hour appliances
● Events coming up: including planters
● Bus passes for graduate students
● Circle Events
● Block Party

(Please refer to PowerPoint at the end of this document for more information)

Changes to Travel Grant

Option 1: Maintain the current lottery system (by quarter lottery - only approx 75 grants at

$250 (currently $500) can be received, regardless of the number of applications

Option 2: Remove the lottery system; divide available funds BY QUARTER (Fall, Winter, Spring,

Summer); quarterly funds are divided by total number of applications received during that

quarter

Option 3: Eliminated from the ballot because of lack of interest. Now, GA Reps get to choose

between these two options!

Thriving, Not Just Surviving Budget - Spring 2024 Funding Request

1) Our quarterly, seven-week healing and recovery series is offered exclusively for graduate
students.

2) We are requesting $3,500 from GSA. This is a partial funding request, the organization
has already covered a significant part of the cost.

3) Our programs are offered free of cost, and we need your support to continue this crucial
piece of our work!

1. Vote on Travel Grant

Option 2: APPROVED

2. Vote on Thriving, Not Just Surviving funding

APPROVED

3. Vote on Block Party for Liberation

APPROVED AT 5,000 OR LESS

UAW 4811 Call for Strike Authorization Vote

• On Wednesday May 1, the executive board of UAW 4811 called for a Strike Authorization
Vote in response to counter-protesters attacking an encampment at UCLA the night
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before.
• This would be a Unlawful Labor Practice strike, where the ULP is in response to

contract violations by the university, including provisions guaranteeing a right to
a safe workplace and a right to free speech.

• The SAV will begin Monday, May 13 and end Wednesday, May 15.
• If you want to be involved in organizing, we will share a link in the chat for you to sign up

to the new, cross-unit UCSB UAW mailing list.



General Assembly
May 7th, 2024

Graduate Student Association 

For GA reps only:



Community Agreements 



Community Agreements 
• No recording 
• Respect the speaker
• One mic one diva
• Step up step back 
• Decorum

Zoom Specific Agreements 

● Please keep your mic muted when you’re not speaking
● If you have any questions/doubts, please raise your Zoom 

hand and you will talk shortly.



Robert’s Rules of Order: A Brief Overview

Robert’s Rules of Order Motion Steps
1. Motion: A member rises or raises a hand to signal the 

chairperson. “I move to…” for approving, adjourning
2. Second: Another member seconds the motion. 

“Second!” or “I second the motion”
3. Restate motion: The chairperson restates the motion.
4. Debate: The members debate the motion.
5. Vote: The chairperson restates the motion, and then first 

asks for affirmative votes, and then negative votes. 
“All in favor? Opposed? Abstaining?” 

6. Announce the vote: The chairperson announces the 
result of the vote and any instructions.



Meeting Agenda
• Greetings
• Last Meeting Minutes/Current Agenda Approval
• Roll Call/Community Agreements
• Vacancy Announcement
• Re-vote: GSA Travel Grant
• Administration Reports
• Co-sponsorship Presentations (1)
• Executive Board Report
• Action Items
• Announcements
• Adjournment



Last Meeting Minutes and Current Agenda 
Approval
Assembly Vote Required 



External Co-President vacancy
1) Annjulie has decided to leave her position - effective today 

(May 7th). “Thank you to all of your for your hard work and 
dedication this year!”

2) Procedurally, a special election would have to be 
announced to the graduate student body at least 3 
business days in advance to the next General Assembly 
(June) - Article III, Constitution

3) However, a new Executive Board has been elected and will 
take office in June, including a new External Co-President

4) position will remain vacant for the next 4 weeks - Annjulie 
will support new External Co-President with the transition 
and wrap up any important GSA work in the coming days



Scheduling note!

For spring quarter, our last meeting will be in-person!

• June 4th, 2024

The final GA will be used to celebrate the end of 
another school year, welcome in the new GSA 
Board, and award our Excellence in Teaching and 
Dixon-Levi Service Awards.



Travel Grant Lottery Vote
During the April GA, representatives voted on the 
following options, but the vote was not decisive! The vote 
will be repeated today. Link below! Only GA 
representatives may vote - if one option does not win 
plurality + 1, Co-Presidents cast their vote to break the tie.



Administration Reports 
GSA Advisor
Graduate Division
Graduate Council
GSRC



Graduate Division
•



Co-sponsorship Requests

Co-sponsorship Funding Running Tally:
23 funded so far at $300/each

6 funded at greater sums
$4,200 remaining of $15,000 in fund

GSP End-of-Year Social
● Mary Michael

Physics Undergraduate-Graduate Mixer
● Siddharth Mukherjee

Chemistry Research Prep Mentorship Program
● Sadia Nowshin

Celebrating the First 20 Years of the Chicana/o Dept
● Diana Sanchez



End-of-Year Social
GRADUATE SCHOLARS PROGRAM

• What is GSP: Peer mentoring program where advanced 
graduate mentors work with 1st and 2nd year 
graduate mentees 

• Event: Off-campus social in downtown SB on June 
6th, 5pm-8pm during Santa Barbara First Thursday 
for free museum and gallery admissions

• Objective: Celebrate work and achivements of 
mentors and mentees, give mentoring families a 
chance to gather before graduation, get new grads 
off campus

• Budget: Requesting the full $500 allowance for 
Spring 2024 to pay for meals at Public Market for 
about 20 grads



Physics/Engineering Grad/Undergrad Mixer

● Event Details: Expect 60-80 people, will run from 5-7 PM on Thursday, 
May 23rd, and will be held outside of Broida at the picnic benches

● Goal of Event: Promote communication between physics, engineering, and 
materials graduate and undergraduate students, as well as help give 
students access to new research opportunities and other academic 
resources. Will also provide name tags to identify grad and undergraduate 
students based on subfield and interest.

● Funding Request: $400 for Lily’s Taqueria, $50 for Soda, $50 for plates 
and utensils. Goal is to provide food for speakers and attendees to make 
the event accessible to anyone. Vegan options included with veggie tacos. 



Office/Department/Divisi
on Name
Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry

Research-Prep 
Mentorship Program

• 9 Graduate mentors

• 2-3 undergraduate mentees per grad student

Fall: Introductory 
Research-Presentation
Winter: 2 lab rotations
Spring: Flash talk seminar

1 lab rotation
Final Research Presentation

Requesting $450 

Goal: Build and polish the mentorship 
skills of our graduate student mentors 
Foster creativity and excitement for 
science amongst undergraduate 
mentees



Requesting $500 



Co-sponsorship Requests

Co-sponsorship Funding Running Tally:
24 funded so far at $300/each

5 funded at greater sums
$4,700 remaining of $15,000 in fund

GSP End-of-Year Social
● Mary Michael

Physics Undergraduate-Graduate Mixer
● Siddharth Mukherjee

Chemistry Research Prep Mentorship Program
● Sadia Nowshin

Celebrating the First 20 Years of the Chicana/o Dept
● Diana Sanchez



Executive Board Report 
Summary of all Executive Officers



VP External Affairs: Miriam Burnett



VP Graduate Student Affairs: 
Felicia Rutland



VP Communication & Events: Gustavo Sampaio

● Drag Dinner was successful, and we raised quite a bit of 
money for Gender Affirming Fund

● Our next GA will be in-person and catered! Please come 
join us!



VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa
● Applications for the summer conference travel grant will 

be available starting on June 15, 2024 and closing on July 
15, 2024. 
○ The date range for summer conferences is June 15, 

2024- September 14, 2024 (applications out of this 
date range will not be considered). 

○ Thirty (30) estimated travel grants will be awarded 
and recipients will be notified in August 2024, and 
disbursements will commence in September 2024. 

○ Please note the requirement of Fall 2024 enrollment in 
order to receive a summer grant. 

● Deadline for GA reps and committee hours are due by 
June 7th, 2024



VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa
● Email response times will take longer this quarter as my 

priority is to finish a draft of my dissertation
○ I plan to work on GSA stuff on the weekends

● I appreciate your patience and understanding



Co-Presidents’ Report: 
Bedlam Oak (Internal)

Figuring out how 
to spend money 
to benefit grad 

students!

Excellence in Teaching and 
Service Award selection 

process underway!



Circles Events
Spring 2024

Building Grad Community, One Event at a Time
Wanna join and get paid for your labor? Email 

bedlam@ucsb.edu to find your circle

Thrift Swap Event
Amanda Maheras - MCDB
Sofia Cavaness - COMM

Sloane Stephenson - Bren
Cali Pfleger - Bren

One Event Planned:
Thrift Swap $300

(supplies and snacks)

Native Plant Swap and 
Community Building

Negar Farajiani - Art
Justine Schulte - Materials
Madeline Vailhe - Materials

Akshaya Jagganathan - 
Bren

Two Events Planned:
Planter Decoration $300

Native Plant Exchange 
$400

(supplies and snacks)

Craft Swap and Teach-in
Mary Michael - FMST

Elena Mailander - History
Bernadette Lewis - 

Community Member
Leila Shahidi - Undergrad

One Event Planned:
Thrift Swap $300

(supplies and snacks)

mailto:Bedlam@ucsb.edu


Voting Items
1. Vote on Travel Grant
2. Vote on Thriving, Not Just Surviving funding
3. Vote on Block Party for Liberation



Changes to Travel Grant

Option 1: Maintain the current lottery system (by quarter lottery - 
only approx 75 grants at $250 (currently $500) can be received, 
regardless of the number of applications
Option 2: Remove the lottery system; divide available funds BY 
QUARTER (Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer); quarterly funds are divided 
by total number of applications received during that quarter

Option 3 was eliminated from the ballot because of lack of interest. 
Now, GA Reps get to choose between these two options!



Thriving, Not Just Surviving Budget - Spring 
2024 Funding Request  

1) Our quarterly, seven-week healing and recovery series is offered exclusively for 
graduate students. 

2) We are requesting $3,500 from GSA. This is a partial funding request, the 
organization has already covered a significant part of the cost. 

3) Our programs are offered free of cost, and we need your support to continue 
this crucial piece of our work! 











Voting Items
1. Vote on Travel Grant
2. Vote on Thriving, Not Just Surviving funding
3. Vote on Block Party for Liberation



Discussion Items
● UAW 4811 Call for Strike Authorization Vote



UAW 4811 Call for Strike Authorization Vote
• On Wednesday May 1, the executive board of UAW 4811 

called for a Strike Authorization Vote in response to 
counter-protesters attacking an encampment at UCLA the 
night before.

• This would be a Unlawful Labor Practice strike, where the ULP is in 
response to contract violations by the university, including provisions 
guaranteeing a right to a safe workplace and a right to free speech.

• The SAV will begin Monday, May 13 and end Wednesday, 
May 15.

• If you want to be involved in organizing, we will share a link 
in the chat for you to sign up to the new, cross-unit UCSB 
UAW mailing list.

• Any questions about the currently known facts of this labor 
action?



Break-out Group Discussion

We will put you into break-out groups for the following 
exercise:
1. Select one member of the group to take notes in the sent 

google doc
2. Talk about the following questions together:

a. How are we feeling about a potential strike?
b. What are some things you think rank-and-file members 

should be keeping in mind as this approaches?
c. What are some things you think leaders should keep in 

mind as the strike approaches?
d. Is there anything you are worried about in regards to a 

strike?
e. Is there anything you are excited about in regards to a 

strike?



Adjournment 

Next General Assembly: 
June 4th, 2024

For GA officers only:


