
General Assembly Minutes
MAR 5th | 2024| 6-8 PM
Zoom Format

Meeting called by the GSA Co-Presidents Becky Martin and Annjulie Vester
Minutes recorded by Gustavo Sampaio, VP of Communication & Events

Introduction and sign-in

Community Agreements

Roll Call (24 representatives present)

Approval of last meeting minutes – – MOTION APPROVED

Approval of current agenda – – MOTION APPROVED

GSA Executive Board Elections are Coming!

We elect a new GSA EBoard every April - you should consider running!

For the spring quarter, we will continue with 2 GAs on Zoom and 1 in person.

• April 9th, 2024 - Zoom
• May 7th, 2024 - Zoom
• June 4th, 2024 - in person!

The final GA will be used to celebrate the end of another school year, welcome in the
new GSA Board, and award our Excellence in Teaching and Dixon-Levi Service Awards.

Co-sponsorship Requests
● Ethics and Engineering Pi Day Event (APPROVED)

○ Vade Shah
● CheSS (APPROVED)

○ Jon Bingaman
● Small Matter Lunch Seminar (APPROVED)

○ Divyoj Singh



● Public Domain Players Trivia Night (APPROVED)
○ R. Baker

● Bren Environmental Justice Symposium (APPROVED)
○ Lauren Londoño

● EEMB Undergraduate Research Symposium (APPROVED)
○ Siena McKim

● Edible Insect Art Exhibition (APPROVED)
○ Kenzie Wade

● House Show (APPROVED)
○ Lucy Bell

Executive Board Report

VP Communication & Events: Gustavo Sampaio

● Oscar Night was a success - though attendance was low
● Pizza Night forthcoming
● Please confirm your attendance for this quarter
● Please distribute flyers

VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa

Travel grants:
● Summer 2024 grants will not be disbursed until after fiscal year close out

(mid-July or August)
○ perfect opportunity to test out everyone receiving a portion of allotted

amount
○ SUM24 estimate = $15,000-$20,000

● note requirements to receive summer grant= must be enrolled in fall quarter. If
fall enrollment = withdrawal =grant monies returned to travel grant fund (former
student will be billed)

● For next year: GSA/GA reps need to consider allotting a quarterly amount for
summer 2025

● F22 =$19,426.76 F23 =$18,927.88 (63 recipients)
● W23 = $17,853.53 W24 =$16,952.32 (95 recipients, 124 applicants)
● SPR23 = $17,216.23 SPR24 = available
● SUM23 = $1,315.49
● Always $1,000-$2,000 deducted each quarter due to student withdrawals

Travel grants scenarios for future consideration:
● F22 =$19,426.76 F23 =$18,927.88 (63 recipients)

○ $18,900/63 = $300 each
○ $18,900/$250 = 75 recipients
○ $18,900*20% = $3780 (allotted for SUM25)
○ $15,120/63 = $240 each
○ $15,120/$250 = 60 recipients

● W23 = $17,853.53 W24 =$16,952.32 (95 recipients, 124 applicants)
○ $16,900/124 = $136 each
○ $16,900/$250 = 67 recipients



○ $16,900*20% = $3,380 (allotted for SUM25)
○ $13,520/124 =$109 each
○ $13,520/$250 = 54 recipients

Child care grants:

● Proposing amount raised from $300 to $400 for 1 child, and from $150 to $200
for each additional child

● Proposing adding language in bylaws to reflect carryover funds and max amount
times to receive child care grant (5x).
○ If there’s carryover, or if additional monies remain each quarter, award

students at least $200 even if they have received childcare grant 5x.
○ Need to check lock-in fee language

Summer bus passes:
● Your access card does not work over the summer; please spread the word!
● Summer sign-up info will go out next quarter!

Annjulie Vester (External)
BREAKOUT ROOMS
What does the ideal Dean of Graduate Division look like?
In 5 years, what do you want UCSB to look like for a new graduate student?

Co-Presidents’ Report:
Bedlam Oak (Internal)

GSA Awards!
● Please nominate yourself and your colleagues for our two annual awards!

○ Excellence in Teaching Award
○ Dixon Levi Service Award

Logo for Merch Contest
● Beginning of Spring Quarter - soliciting graduate student submissions for a GSA

logo, with the goal of a student vote at end of April
○ $250 for winner, $50 for runner-ups

Current Patio Upgrade Plans:
● Purchasing three garden boxes for the patio ($2,546.00)

○ We selected a more expensive wood for resilience
○ Hopefully will be constructed during spring break and filled during Spring

Quarter
● Picnic Table, 2 Benches and two chairs from L.L. Bean

○ All Weather Farmhouse (~$2500)
● All-weather Couch Cushions (~$600 for two sets)

○ Still looking for what we needed, our bench sizes are relatively large

https://www.llbean.com/llb/shop/508639?originalProduct=117184&productId=1615366&attrValue_0=Slate%20Gray&sku=0SKU312000&pla1=0&qs=3155262&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAopuvBhBCEiwAm8jaMXVIMvPM7zDxurEk_XeQi9yE9UmtOGBe1l47VUdzC8qPFYUY1cqPHhoChdMQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds&SN=PDPStackedRecs_07&SS=A&SN2=eGainChat&SS2=B&SN3=PLPPersonalization_04&SS3=A&noaa_region=west


Discussion Item: Travel Grant Lottery

Option 1: Maintain the current system (by quarter lottery - approx 75 grants at $250
(currently $500)

Options 2: Remove lottery system; divide available funds by the total number of
applications PER QUARTER (Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer)

Option 3: Remove lottery system; divide available funds by the total number of
applications PER YEAR (excluding summer); reserve ¼ of funds for summer
applications; must determine a May/June deadline for applications to allow for
processing



General Assembly
March 5, 2024

Graduate Student Association 

RED: Please check-in to today’s 
General Assembly

BLUE: Please confirm that your 
attendance this quarter has 
been recorded. If there is a 
mistake, leave a comment.



Community Agreements 



Community Agreements 
• No recording 
• Respect the speaker
• One mic one diva
• Step up step back 
• Decorum

Zoom Specific Agreements 

● Please keep your mic muted when you’re not speaking
● If you have any questions/doubts, please raise your Zoom 

hand and you will talk shortly.



Robert’s Rules of Order: A Brief Overview

Robert’s Rules of Order Motion Steps
1. Motion: A member rises or raises a hand to signal the 

chairperson. “I move to…” for approving, adjourning
2. Second: Another member seconds the motion. 

“Second!” or “I second the motion”
3. Restate motion: The chairperson restates the motion.
4. Debate: The members debate the motion.
5. Vote: The chairperson restates the motion, and then first 

asks for affirmative votes, and then negative votes. 
“All in favor? Opposed? Abstaining?” 

6. Announce the vote: The chairperson announces the 
result of the vote and any instructions.



Meeting Agenda
• Greetings
• Last Meeting Minutes/Current Agenda Approval
• Roll Call/Community Agreements
• GSA Election
• Administration Reports
• Co-sponsorship Presentations (8)
• Executive Board Report
• Discussion Items (1)

• Travel Grant Lottery System 
• Action Items
• Announcements
• Adjournment



Last Meeting Minutes and Current Agenda 
Approval
Assembly Vote Required 



GSA ELECTION

NOMINATIONS OPEN 
TOMORROW AND CLOSE 

March 31st, 11:59PM



Scheduling note!
For spring quarter, we will continue with 2 GAs on 
Zoom and 1 in person.

• April 9th, 2024 - Zoom
• May 7th, 2024 - Zoom
• June 4th, 2024 - in person!

The final GA will be used to celebrate the end of 
another school year, welcome in the new GSA 
Board, and award our Excellence in Teaching and 
Dixon-Levi Service Awards.



Administration Reports 
GSA Advisor
Graduate Division
Graduate Council
GSRC



Co-sponsorship Requests
● Ethics and Engineering Pi Day Event

○ Vade Shah
● CheSS

○ Jon Bingaman
● Small Matter Lunch Seminar

○ Divyoj Singh
● Public Domain Players Trivia Night

○ R. Baker
● Bren Environmental Justice Symposium

○ Lauren Londoño
● EEMB Undergraduate Research Symposium

○ Siena McKim
● Edible Insect Art Exhibition

○ Kenzie Wade
● House Show

○ Lucy Bell

Co-sponsorship Funding Running Tally:
10 funded so far at $300/each

$12,000 remaining of $15,000 in fund



Peace of the 𝝅
Who: Researchers Against War

What: Townhall and discussion about ethics and 
engineering

Expected Attendance: ~30, focusing outreach on 
STEM graduate students (but all welcome!)

Budget: $300 for 𝝅 related refreshments (pizza, pie, 
drinks)

Thank you for your consideration!

In coordination and collaboration with:



ChESS: Chemical Engineering Seminar Series
Goal: 

● Allow graduate students to present their research & skills to a 
broader audience 

● Encourage engagement & collaboration between researchers in 
different fields

Publicity Plan:
● Che GSA website: chegsa.engineering.ucsb.edu
● ChE GSA Slack: https://bit.ly/ChEGSA 
● Emails
● Flyers 

Dates for Winter Quarter: 
1/23/2024 - ChatGPT for Research
2/06/2024 - Python for Plotting
2/15/2024 - Intro to LaTeX
2/20/2024 - ChESS Talk: Shawn Mengel
3/12/2024 - Mentorship Workshop
Location: Engineering II, Room 1519 (capacity: 70)
Requested funding from GSA: $300 for Fall 2023 Quarter ($60/seminar)

12

http://chegsa.engineering.ucsb.edu/chess
https://bit.ly/ChEGSA


Organisers:

Toshi Parmar(Physics), 
Kevin Modica (Chem E), 
Daniela Rivera Mirabal  
(MRL/Chem E), Sam 
Wilken(MRL/BMSE). 

Every Week

Elings Hall

• Weekly seminar for the SMaLS community from Bio 
Eng., Chemical Eng., Chemistry, Materials, and 
Physics.  

• Speakers include Grad Students, Post-docs and 
External Speakers.

• Around 20-30 people

• External Speakers develop collaborations with UCSB 
grad students

• Grad students get feedback from the wider 
community before publishing.

Budget: 100$-150$ each week.

Request for funding for lunch for 2/3 weeks.

RSVP for food each week.

Catering options: Super cucas, IV Pizza etc.



The Public Domain Players are an  IV-based, nonprofit 
community theatre company run by UCSB grad students

This event is part of a campaign to raise money & 
awareness for two upcoming shows: The Spanish Tragedy 

and Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing

Amount Requested: $300

Proposed Budget: 

Prizes (1st, 2nd, 3rd)- Woodstock’s Gift Cards
($25, $15, $10) = $50

Food for participants (pizza & sides):
Up to $250

______________________
$300 



Bren Environmental 
Justice Symposium 2024

ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL COST

Panelist 
honorarium

1 $600

Keynote 
honorarium 15 $3000

Day 1 Virtual 
Panels - 
Grassroot Orgs 5 $1000

Reception - Food 1 $1500

Delegate 
Experience 1 $600

Travel costs 10 $3000

Interpreter 1 $800

Total Cost $ 10,500

● Symposium Focus: Explore and critique the 
impact of environmental solutions on 
perpetuating neoliberalism and oppressive 
systems (specific emphasis on dismantling 
capitalism and dissecting the role of for-profit 
institutions in sustaining oppressive structures).

● Objectives: Foster connections, raise 
awareness, and disseminate information on 
environmental justice, aiming to broaden the 
university's programs and address the lack of 
environmental justice in current environmental 
science education. 

● Audience: Targets a diverse audience 
(environmental experts, advocates, students, 
and concerned citizens) emphasizing the 
shared responsibility in challenging systems of 
oppression related to climate change.

Proposed Budget

Funding Request: $300 (½ panelist honorarium)



Event Estimated Total 
Budget: ~$2,407 

Budget items include:
Room rental, food, Poster 
printing scholarships, media, 
office supplies/poster stands

Other Funding Sources:
Associated Students, FUERTE, 
EEMB Department, Faculty 
personal donation,
Science By The Pint profits

Requesting $300 
from GSA





HOUSE SHOW

WHAT
WHY
WHO

WHEN
HOW

Showcase of graduate extracurricular talents!
Performances will range from music to dance to visual arts.

For graduate students to workshop pieces in progress, present finished work, 
and for folks to make creative connections and witness art making.

Open Call to graduate students
(Geared toward arts)

April 12 5-7pm

@ the Red Barn (Old Gym)

Art co-hosting with MAT and AAH

With community and financial support from MAT and ART and YOU! The GSA!

Money from the Art Dept + MAT + GSA will go toward our budget of $500 for 
dinner, NA beverages, and plates/cups/utensils.
Budget Breakdown: 
$500 = roughly $10 per person with 50 attendees 
$300 from the GSA will go towards catering for the event.

Photo of Kevin Clancy installation at Red Barn



Co-Sponsorship Voting!
(remember, we have $12,000 left for 

co-sponsorships right now!)



Executive Board Report 
Summary of all Executive Officers



VP External Affairs: Miriam Burnett



VP Communication & Events: Gustavo Sampaio



VP Communication & Events: Gustavo Sampaio



VP Communication & Events: Gustavo Sampaio



Notable Mention TAKE-5 Discussion

1. Can you name at least one CURRENT campus job for 
graduate and professional students that is not related 
to undergraduate teaching?

2. Can you name at least one CURRENT campus job for 
graduate and professional students that is not related 
to faculty research?

3. What are you most concerned about for next year?

4. What is your reaction (emoji) to a recommendation to 
"decouple graduate student funding from 
undergraduate teaching needs"?

5. What is your reaction to a recommendation to 
"decouple graduate student funding from faculty 
research needs"?

*SKIP Registration*
NAME = Department



VP Graduate Student Affairs: Felicia 
Rutland

HEALTHCARE
expected rate increase next year ~28.87 (23-24 year    10.7%)





JOIN US!



VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa
Travel grants:
● Summer 2024 grants will not be disbursed until after 

fiscal year close out (mid July or August)
○ perfect opportunity to test out everyone receiving a 

portion of allotted amount
○ SUM24 estimate = $15,000-$20,000

● note requirements to receive summer grant= must 
be enrolled in fall quarter. If fall enrollment = 
withdrawal =grant monies returned back to travel 
grant fund (former student will be billed)

● For next year: GSA/GA reps need to consider 
allotting a quarterly amount for summer 2025

● F22 =$19,426.76 F23 =$18,927.88 (63 recipients)
● W23 = $17,853.53 W24 =$16,952.32 (95 recipients, 

124 applicants)
● SPR23 = $17,216.23 SPR24 = available
● SUM23 = $1,315.49
● Always $1,000-$2,000 deducted each quarter due 

to student withdrawals



VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa

Travel grants scenarios for future consideration:
● F22 =$19,426.76 F23 =$18,927.88 (63 recipients)

○ $18,900/63 = $300 each
○ $18,900/$250 = 75 recipients
○ $18,900*20% = $3780 (allotted for SUM25)
○ $15,120/63 = $240 each
○ $15,120/$250 = 60 recipients

● W23 = $17,853.53 W24 =$16,952.32 (95 recipients, 
124 applicants)
○ $16,900/124 = $136 each
○ $16,900/$250 = 67 recipients
○ $16,900*20% = $3,380 (allotted for SUM25)
○ $13,520/124 =$109 each
○ $13,520/$250 = 54 recipients



VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa

Child care grants:

● Proposing amount raised from $300 to $400 for 1 
child, and from $150 to $200 for each additional 
child

● Proposing adding language in bylaws to reflect 
carryover funds and max amount times to receive 
child care grant (5x).
○ If there’s carryover, or if additional monies remain 

each quarter, award students at least $200 even if 
they have received child care grant 5x.

○ Need to check lock in fee language



VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa

Summer bus passes:
● Your access card does not work over the summer, 

please spread the word!
● Summer sign up info will go out next quarter!



VP Financial Affairs: Adrienne Tsikewa

GA reps and committee hours:
● Complete committee form
● Make sure your GA rep attendance is accurate
● Deadline = 3/19/24 or will have to wait until Spring 

quarter



Annjulie Vester (External)

BREAKOUT ROOMS

What does the ideal Dean of Graduate 
Division look like?

In 5 years, what do you want UCSB to look like 
for a new graduate student?



Co-Presidents’ Report: 
Bedlam Oak (Internal)

GSA Awards!
● Please nominate yourself and your colleagues for our two annual 

awards!
○ Excellence in Teaching Award
○ Dixon Levi Service Award

Logo for Merch Contest
● Beginning of Spring Quarter - soliciting graduate student submissions for 

a GSA logo, with the goal of a student vote at end of April
○ $250 for winner, $50 for runner-ups

Current Patio Upgrade Plans:
● Purchasing 3 garden boxes for the patio ($2,546.00)

○ We selected a more expensive wood for resilience
○ Hopefully will be constructed during spring break and filled during 

Spring Quarter
● Picnic Table, 2 Benches and 2 chairs from L.L. Bean

○ All Weather Farmhouse (~$2500)
● All-weather Couch Cushions (~$600 for 2 sets)

○ Still looking for what we needed, our bench sizes are rather large

https://www.llbean.com/llb/shop/508639?originalProduct=117184&productId=1615366&attrValue_0=Slate%20Gray&sku=0SKU312000&pla1=0&qs=3155262&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAopuvBhBCEiwAm8jaMXVIMvPM7zDxurEk_XeQi9yE9UmtOGBe1l47VUdzC8qPFYUY1cqPHhoChdMQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds&SN=PDPStackedRecs_07&SS=A&SN2=eGainChat&SS2=B&SN3=PLPPersonalization_04&SS3=A&noaa_region=west


Discussion Item: Travel Grant Lottery 



Discussion Item: Requires changes in the Bylaws and on 
the website

Option 1: Maintain the current system (by quarter lottery - approx 75 
grants at $250 (currently $500)

Options 2: Remove lottery system; divide available funds by the total 
number of applications PER QUARTER (Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer)

Option 3: Remove lottery system; divide available funds by the total 
number of applications PER YEAR (excluding summer); reserve ¼ of 
funds for summer applications; must determine a May/June 
deadline for applications to allow for processing



Adjournment 

Next General Assembly: 
April 2nd, GSA Lounge

RED: Please check-in to today’s 
General Assembly

BLUE: Please confirm that your 
attendance this quarter has 
been recorded. If there is a 
mistake, leave a comment.


